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Workers backed by the SEIU rally in an estimated 60 cities, calling for union representation
and a wage of $15 an hour.

Snapshots of two protests for a $15-an-hour minimum wage for fast food workers in Los Angeles and New York.

By Tiffany Hsu and Alana Semuels
August 29, 2013 , 5:11 p.m.
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Fast-food workers across U.S. rally for $15 hourly
pay

339

LOS ANGELES and NEW YORK — In the aftermath of the recession, hundreds of workers in low-
wage industries have tried to call attention to how difficult it is to survive on the minimum wage.

Thursday might have been their biggest effort yet.

Fast-food workers in an estimated 60 cities protested outside 1,000 stores, turning out at the crack of
dawn to call for union representation and a wage of $15 an hour. Organizers of the effort, bankrolled
largely by the SEIU and promoted by a slew of community groups, said it was the largest protest ever
to hit the fast-food industry.

"The economy is doing poorly. Everything is expensive. With high taxes, we're not going to be able to
pay rent," said Domino's worker Francisco Zuniga, 34, who brought his 3-year old son, David, to a
Hollywood protest.

The South Los Angeles resident said he can't support his family on $8 hourly pay from his pizza-
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making, order-taking and delivery job at Domino's. His
bosses won't give him full-time hours because of looming
healthcare law changes — "they don't want to pay for the
insurance," he said. His rent is $850 a month, utilities are
$100 and other costs spring up unexpectedly.

Teenagers used to dominate fast-food jobs. Now, many older
workers, out of a job because of the stagnant economy, have
gravitated toward the industry. They're ripe for organizing
because they've seen the economy improve around them
while their pay has remained the same and they continue to
work without benefits.

This is good news for the SEIU and other labor groups, which
have faced years of declining membership. Unions are
finding that fast-food workers are all too happy to protest,
figuring that their jobs are bad enough that if they lose them
from protesting, they haven't lost much.

"Marx said, 'Workers of the world unite, you have nothing to
lose but your chains,' and when it comes to fast-food workers,
they really have nothing to lose," said Nelson Lichtenstein, a
UC Santa Barbara labor expert. "There's no career prospects
from a fast-food restaurant, high turnover, unpredictable
hours."

The marches, happening just before Labor Day, extended to
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Las Vegas and
many other urban centers. California was a hotbed of
protests, with events in Berkeley, Fremont, Oakland, San
Diego and elsewhere.

But the impetus for fast-food change originated in New York,
when hundreds of workers and supporters banded together
in late November to picket quick-service giants. Thursday's
protests marked the fourth round of minimum wage rallies in
the city.

Derrick Langley, 27, of Brooklyn, has burns on his arms and
legs from a fryer at the KFC where he works. The lanky man,
who towered over the crowds of protesters on Fifth Ave in
Manhattan, showed the scars to news crews while
complaining about the way his managers treat him.

"There's not just one, not just two, not just three reasons I'm
out here today," he said. "I'm out here taking a stand for all
the fast-food workers around the world."

It's a sentiment echoed by Tamara Green, 26, of Brooklyn, a Burger King worker who said she makes
$7.25 an hour and works 19 hours "on a good week."

"These strikes and these movements, they're not just for us. They're for another generation of those
who won't be able to survive in this economy."

The National Restaurant Assn. argues that many employees are young part-timers who aren't
responsible for their own households.

But Arne L. Kalleberg, a sociology professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, said
the median age for fast-food workers is more than 28; for women it's 32. And low-wage jobs are
among the fastest-growing in the country, he said.

"These protests are a cry for help," he said. "It's a microcosm of a larger phenomenon. It reflects the
growing frustration of these folks who have for a long time seen the gap between what they're earning
and the tons of money the corporations and the CEOs are making."

Tilesha Rice, 36, was at a protest in South Los Angeles. The mother of four works at a Burger King,
and says she can barely pay her bills.

"I don't want to be homeless with my kids in the streets," she said. "I thank God I have a job to help
me and my family, but every check that I get I just pay rent. I don't have money left over to pay for
my kids' school clothes or nothing."
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Companies such as McDonald's have recently stood behind their pay practices. At Burger King, more
than 99% of all U.S. restaurants are owned by franchisees, who control wage decisions for employees,
the company said in a statement.

Workers in the system receive compensation and benefits "that are consistent" with the quick-service
industry, according to the statement.

The National Retail Federation called Thursday's protests a "publicity stunt" in a statement, saying
that they're "just further proof that the labor movement is not only facing depleted membership rolls,
they have abdicated their role in an honest and rational discussion about the American workforce."

Looking ahead, Brent Giddens, managing partner in the Los Angeles office of employment and labor
law firm Carothers DiSante & Freudenberger, said he's skeptical of protesters' chances of success.

"I can't see the federal minimum wage rising to anywhere near $15 an hour," said Giddens, whose
firm's clients have included Taco Bell and Jack in the Box. "It would have a devastating effect on the
economy and can only have the effect of driving labor out of the country."

However, Giddens said he "would not at all be surprised" to see a minimum wage increase in
California, where the lowest legal hourly pay is $8.

"The political climate here is very favorable toward employees and historically always has been," he
said. "Nobody can argue that California is not among the most protective of employee rights among
all the states."

Amina Hall hopes it stays that way. The high school senior, protesting in South L.A., said she wanted
a raise from her current $8-an-hour pay at the store so she could help her jobless mother support her
large family while also padding her college tuition fund. The 17-year-old works part-time, mostly as a
cashier, but doesn't see a future in the gig.

"It's not something I want to do long-term," said Hall, who dreams of becoming a criminal justice
attorney. "I want to make a career for myself."

tiffany.hsu@latimes.com

alana.semuels@latimes.com

Twitter: @tiffhsulatimes, @alanasemuels

Hsu reported from Los Angeles and Semuels from New York.
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GaryReber at 9:44 AM August 30, 2013
Digital computerized operations and automation are destroying jobs and devaluing the
worth of labor. This tectonic shift in the technologies of production and the greater
employment of robotics and super-automation to save labor costs is not well understood and
reported by the national media. Advances in software and production technology, abundant
and relatively inexpensive energy, fast access to huge amounts of data, and growing global
demand will continue to drive competitiveness of American manufacturing, and drive down
labor costs, except for people with jobs in research and high-tech skilled work. Such
innovation will increasingly impact the fast-food and services industries and result in fewer
and fewer jobs as a result.
While I am not opposed to the concept of a "minimum wage," economic productivity is a
bigger part of the story. Those arguing its support basically argue that labor is producing
more value today, but working people aren’t seeing any of the gains. Who has walked away
with the proceeds from all that productivity?

davidmarsh1 at 7:52 AM August 30, 2013
Toilet Bowl jobs make for stinky careers.

biduinc1 at 6:45 AM August 30, 2013
Time for them to look for a real job.
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